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The term “evangelism” refers to “the practice of relaying information about a particular set of beliefs to others who do not hold those beliefs.”  To Christians, it refers to “sowing the seeds of the kingdom of Christ.”  Let’s briefly explore how we go about sowing seeds and bring others to Christ.

First, it’s the job of every Christian.  Too many of us are intimidated by the thought of trying to teach the gospel to others, don’t feel that they have the proper training, or simply feel inadequate to the task.  Most of us want to teach others about Christ, but don’t know how and where to begin.  But Jesus said in John 4:35, “Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!”
In the first century, most evangelizing was done between friends and family.   John 1:45-46 relates how Philip sought out his friend Nathanael and told him about Jesus:  “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ And Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’  Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’”

This is what we should be doing.  This is one person going out of their comfort zone just a bit, telling their skeptical friend about something they found.  Philip wasn’t afraid to tell his skeptical friend about something wonderful—something he hoped that Nathanael would want to know more about, once the skepticism had worn off.

And as the story continues, Philip didn’t have to conduct a lengthy study with his friend, didn’t have to pull out a series of videos or go through lengthy theological discussions.  He simply invited his friend Nathanael to learn more about Jesus and to draw his own conclusions.  This is how people have been converted to the gospel of Christ for thousands of years.  It was commanded by Christ— and it’s the only way that works.

First, be a good example.  No one expects perfection, but let’s face it, you’re not going to convert anyone to Christ if your own house isn’t in order.  Pay particular attention to your speech, remembering what Paul admonished the church at Galatia:  “Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.” (Colossians 4:6)

Second, invite your friends to church and to our Bible studies.  Let them know you have found a church made up of special people who want to serve Jesus, and who work to lead their lives by practicing just the Bible.  A group of people who love each other, and who care about each other.  If you feel that the saints at Mountain View care deeply for each other and seek to follow the teachings of Christ, tell them that.

As I stated above, many of us are intimidated by the thought of trying to teach the gospel to others, don’t feel that we have the proper training, or simply feel inadequate to the task.  Most of us want to teach others about Christ, but don’t know how and where to begin.  So start small—and start with people you already know.

If you believe that Jesus has made a difference in your life, why not share that message with those you care about the most?

